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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

Prayer?
Please list your prayer requests 

with detailed information of 
people in need. Thank you!

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

(continued)

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons

brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians 
should be ready to work with all men of goodwill in any good 
cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without 
compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.”  
Baptist Faith and Message, Article 15: The Christian and 
the Social Order

HOW TO LIVE AS CHRIST-HONORING CITIZENS WHO 
UNDERSTAND THEIR MINORITY STATUS (“NEGATIVE 
WORLD”):

1.	 Continuously think well. 
 
"Therefore, PREPARING YOUR MINDS FOR ACTION, and 
being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that 
will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ."   
1 Peter 1:13 
 
"Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 
yourselves WITH THE SAME WAY OF THINKING, for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin..."   
1 Peter 4:1 
 
We think well and live well as we're in an intentional, 
vital community with other believers (Malachi 3:16). 

2.	 We understand that there are certain elements and 
forces that “wage war” against our well-being and joy. 
Therefore, you are to “arm yourselves” (1 Peter 4:1). 

3.	 We are to live honorable, good, beautiful lives by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, because of the union with Christ. 
 
 "I have fought the GOOD fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith."  2 Timothy 4:7 
 
"Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 
and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession 
who are ZEALOUS FOR GOOD WORKS."  Titus 2:14 
 
"Who is wise and understanding among you? By his 
GOOD CONDUCT let him show his works in the meekness 
of wisdom."  James 3:13 
 
“When Christian-owned businesses are operating 
successfully and with integrity and Christian values, that 
creates a light of trustworthiness in a world of declining 
trust. It gives people a reason to see Christians in a 
positive light and to think positively about at least some 
aspects of Christianity.”   
Aaron Renn, Life in the Negative World, p. 161 

4.	 We are to speak with respect, kindness, and clarity  
(1 Peter 3:16). 

5.	 We are to be prudentially (carefully) involved in bringing 
the reality of the gospel of biblical truth to our culture.  

6.	 We're to live with expectation because the living God 
is at work by His almighty power. We understand 
that there is a “law of undulation” regarding kingdom 
advancement. Therefore, we are called to faithful living.
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Speaker:   Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message:  How to Live as Citizens Who Honor Christ  

Text:          1 Peter 2:11-15

“11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your 
soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to governors 
as sent by Him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 
who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people."   
1 Peter 2:11-15

1 Peter was written to a minority status group of 
believers shortly before the first wave of massive 
persecution in 64 A.D. when Emperor Nero accused the 
Christians of starting the Great Fire of Rome. 
 
"Positive World (Pre-1994): Society at large retains a mostly 
positive view of Christianity. To be known as a good,  
church-going man remains part of being an upstanding 
citizen. Publicly being a Christian is a status-enhancer. 
Christian moral norms are the basic moral norms of society 
and violating them can bring negative consequences. 
 Neutral World (1994-2014): Society takes a neutral stance 
toward Christianity. Christianity no longer has privileged 
status but is not disfavored. Being publicly known as a 
Christian has neither a positive nor a negative impact on 
one’s social status. Christianity is a valid option within a 
pluralistic public square. Christian moral norms retain some 
residual effect.  
 Negative World (2014-present): Society has come to a 
negative view of Christianity. Being known as a Christian is 
a social negative, particularly in the elite domains of society. 
Christian morality is expressly repudiated and seen as a 
threat to the public good and the new public moral order. 
Subscribing to Christian moral views or violating the secular 
moral order brings negative consequences."   
Aaron Renn, First Things 

“All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will 
of Christ supreme in our own lives and in human society. 
Means and methods used for the improvement of society 
and the establishment of righteousness among men can be 
truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted 
in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of 
God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should 
oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, 
and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, 
homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to 
provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged, 
the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of 
the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life 
from conception to natural death. Every Christian should 
seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole 
under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and 

How to Live as Citizens
Who Honor Christ
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Financial Update.
Giving Year-to-date  	   $ 5,818,145
Budget Required  	   $ 6,037,400

( fiscal year:
August 1, 2023-July 31, 2024)

Classes.
Take A Class Routinely.

TAKE A CLASS

We have several classes 
happening throughout the 

summer, including:  

Trusting God in All of Life 
Now - July 28 

Apologetics in a 
Post-Christian World  

Begins August 4

MORE INFO ONLINE.

SERVE IN FAMILY 
ADVOCACY

From protecting the unborn 
to supporting those in 

crisis, you can serve with 
one of our local partners, 
Lifeline Children's Services 
& Lowcountry Pregnancy 

Center, to support children 
and advocate for families.

SIGN UP TODAY!

A team of college students and Campus Outreach staff 
members traveled to Accra, Ghana for several weeks in 
June. In partnership with a local church, this team had the 
opportunity to meet and share the gospel with college 
students at the University of Ghana.

"The people and community there were such a blessing and 
encouragement. We built friendships with students and within 
the team at Redeemer City," Diana Kenes, a student at the 
College of Charleston who participated in this trip, shared.

SCAN TO READ MORE &
FOR PRAYER REQUESTS.

GHANA MISSION TRIP UPDATE

Please complete the perforated 
section and take to the Welcome 
Desk or place in any giving box 

located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Email

Preferred method of contact: 
Call Text Email

Interested in the following:

I am a first time guest

Hello.

Spouse Mobile

Spouse Email

MO MODA DA YRYR

7.7.24

Become a Christian

Join the Church

Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

Ways to Give.
Giving is part of our worship to God. Through 
your faithful giving, God continues to change 
lives here in our area and around the world. 

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any 
giving box located throughout the church. 

Give online by visiting our website at:  
eastcooperbaptist.com/give. 

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to 
843-202-4848.

We’re glad you are here to worship 
with us. If you are new to East 
Cooper Baptist, we would love to 
meet you. Please stop anyone with 
a name-tag and let us answer any 
questions you may have. Thanks  
for being our guest.

Welcome.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor 
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Get to Know.

Through the godly influence of his parents and 
grandmother, Michael came to understand Christ’s 
sacrificial love displayed on the cross. This led 
Michael to surrender his life to Christ at a young 
age. Michael has attended ECBC since 2017. His 
favorite thing to do is enjoy his grandchildren to 
the fullest extent possible while they are little.

ELDER ON THE ADMIN TEAM

Michael
Blakeley

361 Egypt Road • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 • 843.856.3222

Worship
Engage in a Worship Service Weekly

Make a fundamental commitment to participate, 
engage in, and sing in a worship service each week.
eastcooperbaptist.com/worship

Groups
Connect in a Group Consistently
We have a lot of groups at East Cooper. We have 
community groups, which are for everyone, 
and we have specialized groups based on your 
stage of life and particular season you are in.
eastcooperbaptist.com/groups

Serve on a Team Monthly
We believe that every Christian needs tangible 
places to serve others. We have teams that  
serve the body on Sundays and the community  
on other days.
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Serve

Take a Class Routinely
Our classes are designed to help you grow in 
your understanding and ability to lead others.
eastcooperbaptist.com/classes

Classes

eastcooperbaptist.com/classes

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve


