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“Scripture teaches that there will be degrees of reward for 
believers. Paul encourages the Corinthians to be careful how 
they build the church on the foundation that has already 
been laid (by Jesus Christ himself: 1 Corinthians 3:12-15) Paul 
similarly says of Christians that ‘We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ that each one will receive what is 
due him for the things done while in the body, whether good 
or bad’ (2 Corinthians 5:10), again implying degrees of reward 
for what we have done in this life...It would be morally and 
spiritually beneficial for us to have a greater consciousness 
of this clear New Testament teaching on degrees of heavenly 
reward, rather than making us competitive with one another, 
it would cause us to help and encourage one another that we 
may all increase our heavenly reward, for God has infinite 
capacity to bring blessing to us all and we are all members of 
one another. (I Cor 12:26-27).” Wayne Grudem, Systematic 
Theology, pp. 1144-1145

The Importance of Understanding Rewards

1. It helps to build encouragement and dogged (resolute, 
tenacious) perseverance in the life of a believer (I 
Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:7-10).

2. It elevates the high calling and dignity of believers as 
they exercise their gifts and bless others in kingdom 
advancement. (Right now counts forever.)

3. It establishes priorities (2 Peter 3:11-13).

4. It compels believers to obedience and purity (I John 
3:2-3). 

5. It gives us a watchful readiness in welcoming the 
coming of Christ. Our lack of knowledge regarding the 
time of Jesus’ return has ethical implications. For that 
lack of knowledge implies we must be ready (Matthew 
24:44; I Thessalonians 5:1-10; I Peter 1:7; 2 Peter 3:14). 
When he comes, we want him to find us busy in our 
callings and in the works of the Great Commission 
and kingdom advancement.

QUESTIONS:

1. How does our understanding of rewards in Heaven 
lead to motivation? Do you view this motivation as 
secondary?

2. Consider Galatians 6:7-10: Why does this teaching 
help produce tenacious and resolute perseverance 
in Christian faith? How does this teaching proclaim, 
“Right now counts forever," and significantly 
underscore the importance of the way we live our 
lives as God’s called out people?

3. What kind of attitudes do we have in showing a 
watchful readiness in welcoming Christ’s return?

“So we are always of good courage. We know that while we 
are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for we 
walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him. 10For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what 
is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
evil.”  2 Corinthians 5:6-10

The primary motivation for honoring Christ is the 
ongoing understanding of the grace and mercy of the 
forgiveness of sins, our union with him and the hope of 
Heaven. (I Corinthians 15:10; Titus 3:3-8)
 
“So you also, when you have done all that you were 
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 
done what was our duty.’”  Luke 17:10 
 
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not 
your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body.” I Corinthians 6:19-20 
 
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word 
of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and 
imitate their faith.” Hebrews 13:7 

After Paul underscores the glory of the coming eternal 
building/body, prepared for us by the Lord eternal in 
Heaven, he emphasizes the fact that our ambition is to 
be pleasing to the Lord AND he speaks of the rewards at 
the judgment seat of Christ.

1. The Primary Motivation

2. An Additional Motivation: Rewards from the Lord

"After he has received us unto favor, he receives our 
works also by gracious acceptance. It is on this that the 
reward hinges. There is no INCONSISTENCY in saying 
that he rewards good works, provided we understand 
mankind attains eternal life only by grace through faith."
John Calvin, Commentary on 2 Corinthians, p 226
 
“The rewards that God will give his people are also 
motivational. (Psalm 19:11; Matt 5:6, 14, 6:1, 10:41-42, etc.) 
I am engaged in some textual overkill here, because some 
Christians think it is unseemly to consider the rewards that 
God offers to his faithful servants. Certainly, our works do 
not merit the rewards of Heaven, but God promises them to 
us and he often uses them to MOTIVATE OUR SERVICE. The 
Christian ethics is not Ideologism, an ethic of duty for duty’s 
sake, with no consideration of blessing. In Scripture, what 
glorifies God also glorifies man. God’s best interest is also 
ours.”  John Frame, Systematic Theology: An Introduction 
to Christian Belief, pp. 173,174
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Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we 
encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or 
worship service on social media.
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Speaker:   Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message:  It is an Honor to Serve the King, and...

Text:          2 Corinthians 5:6-10
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

Prayer?
Please list your prayer requests 

with detailed information of 
people in need. Thank you!

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

Thank you so much for your generosity 
and faithfulness to East Cooper Baptist 
Church and its ministries! To be sure you 
receive contribution credit for 2021, please 
have your giving in by the following times:

Offering: Dropped in the giving box on 
Sunday, December 26th. 
 
Hand-delivered: To the ECBC office by 
12:00 noon on Thursday, December 30th. 
The church offices will be closed on Friday, 
December 31st. Contributions that are 
hand-delivered after 12:00pm on the 30th 
will be credited to 2022.
 
Mail: Post-marked by USPS by December 
31, 2021. Any mail postmarked in 2022 
will be credited to 2022. 
 
Online: By 11:59 pm on December 31st, 
2021.

Year-End Giving.



CHURCH GOAL:  $500,000

Starting in 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
was established to empower the international missions 
efforts for Southern Baptists. Your giving enables 
missionaries to be sent to make disciples and multiply 
churches among unreached peoples and places for 
the glory of God. 100% of your gifts to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering support International Mission Board 
(IMB) missionaries.

The International Mission Board uses 100% of the gifts 
given to Lottie Moon to send missionaries all over the 
world. Our church goal is $500,000. You may give:

• ONLINE at eastcooperbaptist.com/lottiemoon

• BY GIVING BOX

• TEXT 843-202-4848: GIVE #lottiemoon 50 (to give 
$50.00)

You may check the progress of our offering online, too! 
Questions, please email: finance@eastcooperbaptist.com

L O T T I E  M O O N  C H R I S T M A S  O F F E R I N G®

C H U R C H  G O A L :  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

Upcoming.
For detailed event information, please go online.

eastcooperbaptist.com/eventsWe’re glad you are here to worship 
with us. If you are new to East 
Cooper Baptist, we would love to 
meet you. Please stop anyone with 
a blue name-tag and let us answer 
any questions you may have. 
Thanks for being our guest.

Welcome.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor 
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Please complete the perforated 
section and take to the Welcome 
Desk or place in any giving box 

located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30a 11:00a

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Email

Preferred method of contact: 
Call Text Email

Interested in the following:

I am a first time guest

Hello.

Spouse Mobile

Spouse Email

MO MODA DA YRYR

Traditional Worship / Sunday Classes
Sanctuary 9:30a & 11:00a

Contemporary Worship / Sunday Classes
Worship Center 9:30a & 11:00a

12.12.21

Ways to Give.
Giving is part of our worship to God. Through 
your faithful giving, God continues to change 
lives here in our area and around the world. 

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any 
giving box located throughout the church. 

Give online by visiting our website at:  
eastcooperbaptist.com/give. 

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to 
843-202-4848.

Financial Update.
Giving Year-to-date     $ 1,762,310
Budget Required     $ 2,166,134

( fiscal year:
August 1, 2021-July 31, 2022)

Become a Christian

Join the Church

Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other

SERVE IN PRODUCTION

Do you have interest in 
helping with audio or 

visual needs on a Sunday 
morning? We'd love for 

you to serve with us! 
Training is provided. 

To volunteer, visit 
eastcooperbaptist.com/

serve

SIGN UP TODAY!

WOMEN'S REJOICE

Register for this weekend 
of spiritual renewal. Join 

us February 4-5 for a time 
of fellowship and worship 
as we look at the book of 
Philippians together. Get 

the early bird price before 
December 15!

REGISTER TODAY.

renew

RENEW
We are asking everybody 

in the East Cooper 
family to join us for a 

4-part class on Sunday 
mornings starting January 

9th called Renew. Visit 
eastcooperbaptist.com/

renew to register.
REGISTER TODAY.

361 Egypt Road • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 • 843.856.3222

CHRISTMAS EVE

We invite you to take time 
this Christmas Eve to come 

delight in the joy, peace, 
hope, and love of Jesus! Our 
Christmas Eve services will 
be held in the Sanctuary at 
4:00 & 5:30pm. Kids of all 
ages attend services with 

parents!

PLAN TO ATTEND.
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

COVID-19 Update.

The Delta Variant has declined in our area, therefore, 
the leadership voted recently to move to mask optional 
effective November 1. We appreciate your kindness and 
consideration as we navigate this season.

We encourage you to be praying for the medical staff in 
our community as they navigate this season's challenges 
due to COVID-19.


