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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

Prayer?
Please list your prayer requests 

with detailed information of 
people in need. Thank you!

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

(continued)

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons

• The father/Father entreats and invites.

• We easily forget grace and fall into the despair of the “elder    
   brother blues” (Galatians 3:1-3).

"What then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to 
you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes 
and given them to me."  Galatians 4:15 

What then has come of all your joy?

• The gospel must be continuously learned and applied.  

RESULTS OF “GETTING THE GOSPEL OF GRACE ALONE”:

1.	 We laugh/rejoice more. 

2.	 There is comfort: the past is the past and is covered 
by the mercy of the cross of Christ. 

3.	 Confidence: the future is in the all wise hands of  
Abba Father. 

4.	 There is a sense of honoring God by living as  
joyful servants. 
 
“Should Christians Fear Death? Although the dying process 
is not pleasurable, those who find forgiveness and life in 
Christ need not fear death. To depart and be with Christ 
is far better. The prospect of our death should produce in 
us a holy solemnity and devoted obedience, knowing that 
we will one day appear bodily before the judgment seat 
of Christ to give an account for every idle word and deed 
in this our bodily life. This should cause us to live with 
holy focus and unspeakable joy as we contemplate the 
weight of eternal glory that awaits us in God’s presence 
forevermore.”  Ewan Goligher & Kyle Hackmann,  
On Death and Dying: A Catechism for Christians 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1.	 What is the “elder brother blues”? 

2.	 How can we stay on the porch and not enter the 
celebration? (Define semi-Pelagianism, or “all men are 
worms but I am a glow worm.") 

3.	 What understanding caused Luther to say that he had 
“gone through the open doors into paradise”?  How did 
his understanding of Romans 1:17 change? 

4.	 Why was John Wesley’s heart “strangely warm”? 

5.	 How do we show that we live witha sense of gospel 
gladdened freedom and gospel laden sobriety  
and solemnity? 
 

Sermon Notes.

(continued >>)

Speaker:   Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message:  No Joy on the Front Porch (Avoiding the Elder    
                   Brother Blues and Joining in the Celebration!)

Text:          Luke 15:25-32 

To continuously “get the gospel of grace (alone)” awakens 
His joy and compels the disciple of Christ to servanthood 
(sacrifice).

“25Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And 
he called one of the servants and asked what these things 
meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated 
him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years 
I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate 
with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who 
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32it was fitting 
to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"  Luke 15:25-32 
 
In the story of the prodigal son and the elder son, Jesus 
is saying that both the lack of repentance on the part of 
the younger son who had brazenly left his father, and the 
moral accomplishment mindset of the elder son (who 
dutifully stayed at home), can keep you from entering the 
kingdom of God. Both can be spiritual dead ends. 

"For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written, 'The righteous shall live by faith.'"
Romans 1:17
 
“There I began to understand that the righteousness of God 
is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God, namely, 
by faith. And this is the meaning. The righteousness of God 
is revealed by the Gospel, namely, the passive righteousness 
with which the merciful God justifies us by faith. Here, I 
felt that I was altogether born again and the very gates of 
paradise opened up before me.”  Martin Luther, (1483-1546) 
 
“In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate 
Street, where one was reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle 
to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was 
describing the change which God works in the heart through 
faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did 
trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance 
was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, 
and saved me from the law of sin and death.” John Wesley, 
(1703-1791) 

Sermon Notes.



SERVE ON A TEAM

It takes a team of 
volunteers to make our 
services and ministries 
happen. Right now, we 
need volunteers in Kids 

Ministry, Worship Ministry, 
Production Team, and the 

Welcome Team.

SIGN UP TODAY.
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Serve.
Serve On A Team Monthly.

Please complete the perforated 
section and take to the Welcome 
Desk or place in any giving box 

located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Email

Preferred method of contact: 
Call Text Email

Interested in the following:

I am a first time guest

Hello.

Spouse Mobile

Spouse Email

MO MODA DA YRYR

10.20.24

Become a Christian

Join the Church

Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get 
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL 
CONNECT CARD

Ways to Give.
Giving is part of our worship to God. Through 
your faithful giving, God continues to change 
lives here in our area and around the world. 

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any 
giving box located throughout the church. 

Give online by visiting our website at:  
eastcooperbaptist.com/give. 

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to 
843-202-4848.

We’re glad you are here to worship 
with us. If you are new to East 
Cooper Baptist, we would love to 
meet you. Please stop anyone with 
a name-tag and let us answer any 
questions you may have. Thanks  
for being our guest.

Welcome.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor 
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Get to Know.

While in the US Army Ranger School, Scott repented 
and surrendered his life to Jesus. The Lord appeared 
to Scott in a vision and revealed his depravity and 
need for a savior. He has attended East Cooper since 
2018 and serves with the Young Adult ministry.

ELDER VICE CHAIRMAN

Scott
Kelly

Upcoming.

SERVE ON THE 
PRODUCTION TEAM

Do you have interest in 
helping with audio or 

visual needs on a Sunday 
morning? We'd love for 

you to serve with us! 
Training is provided.

SIGN UP TODAY.

SERVE ON THE 
MEAL TEAM

This serving team exists  
to provide meals to 

individuals or families in  
a time of need, such as 

illness, the loss of a  
loved one, or the new  

birth of a baby. 

SIGN UP TODAY!
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

REFRESH

Refresh is a yearly class 
for all East Cooper Baptist 

members that includes 
new content each year. 

This year, we will be talking 
about Pursuing Unity. 

Begins January 5.

REGISTER ONLINE.

eastcooperbaptist.com/refresh

DAY OF PRAYER  
AND FASTING

Join us on 
October 29 for a  
time of prayer in 

our Sanctuary from 
6:00-7:00pm.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

eastcooperbaptist.com/events

Groups.
Connect In A Group Consistently.

CONNECT TO A GROUP

We would love for you to 
get connected to one of 
our many groups, like:

Community Groups
Age & Stage Groups

Care Groups

JOIN ONE TODAY.

eastcooperbaptist.com/groups

361 Egypt Road • Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 • 843.856.3222

M O R O C C O

NOV 15-17

This festival goes alongside our Global Impact Conference.
Come study the country of Morocco with us! We will look 
at what the Lord is doing through Moroccans and the 
missionaries who have dedicated their lives and resources to 
share the Gospel there. All children must be registered with a 
parent attending the Global Impact Conference.

Register online at eastcooperbaptist.com/gic

Kids Missions Festival

Join us for this year's Global Impact Conference  
November 15-17. The Global Impact Conference is a time 
when we, as a church, focus on Christ's Great Commission, to 
make disciples of all nations. Missionaries from near and far 
will share how the gospel is bearing fruit and how each one 
of us can be involved with them. This celebration of God's 
glory being declared to the world will leave you encouraged, 
challenged, and engaged!

Register online at eastcooperbaptist.com/gic

Global Impact Conference

Save The Date.
For detailed information, please go online.

THE GLOBAL IMPACT CONFERENCE 
& KIDS MISSIONS FESTIVAL IS NOVEMBER 15-17


