Prayer?

Please list your prayer requests

with detailed information of
people in need. Thank you!

Year-End Giving.

To be sure you receive contribution credit
for 2024, please have your giving to the
church by the following times:

Offering: Dropped in the giving boxes on
or before Sunday, December 29, 2024.

Postal Mail: Postmarked by USPS by
December 31, 2024 (any mail postmarked
in 2025 must be credited to 2025)

Online: By 11:59pm on December 31, 2024.

Hand-delivered: By Friday, December 20
at noon.

*The church offices will be closed from
December 23 to January 1 so please make
prior arrangements for your year-end
giving. If you have any questions or
special considerations, please email the
Finance Team at
finance@eastcooperbaptist.com

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

Sermon Notes.

Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message: Confidence for the Task (Desire): | Am With

You Always

Text: Matthew 28:18-20

"8And Jesus came and said to them, 'All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. *Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?°teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

In this paragraph, the resurrected Christ proclaims that
all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on

the earth. Based upon His kingly authority, he tells His
disciples “go and make disciples of all the nations.” He gives
this electrifying charge to a group of men who

will later be described as “common and uneducated”

(Acts 4:13). Therefore, He gives this confidence building
statement, “/ am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The enormity of the task of going to the neighborhoods,
the nations, and the next generation and the promised
provision of the authoritative, abiding, energizing
presence of Christ calls for diligence on the part of His
people in pursuing Him. This empowering presence of
the Resurrected Christ is to be sought by His people and
as they long for the strong reality of the Holy Spirit to be
theirs in growing measure.

The main challenge for the believer is to see Christ for
who He truly is and have affections that correspond to
that reality. Because we are “leaky buckets” and easily
distracted, we need the continual supply of the Holy
Spirit to energize us to live out our faith. Therefore, we
should continue to cry “come Holy Spirit.”

“(Based upon the promised work of the Holy Spirit 'He shall
glorify me') It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing
light over our shoulder onto Jesus who stands facing us. The
Spirit's message to us is never, look at me; listen to me;
come to me; get to know me’ but always ‘look at Him, and
see His glory; listen to Him and hear His word; go to Him
and have life, get to know Him and taste His gift of joy and
peace.’ The Spirit, we might say, is the matchmaker, the
celestial marriage broker, whose role is to bring us and
Christ together and ensure that we stay together.”

J.1. Packer, Keeping in Step with the Spirit, pp. 57-58

“The truth is, | don't have the strength. I still wake up every
morning needing God desperately. Like David, | often confess
‘I am poor and needy’ (Psalm 40:17). Perhaps that’s how God
brought me this far (as a quadriplegic for 55 years). | can’t
say, but | do know ‘the eyes of the Lord range throughout the
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed
to Him’ (2 Chronicles 16:9). God is searching high and low
for weak people who love Him so that He can pour into them
His strength.” Joni Eareckson Tada

(continued >>)

Sermon Notes.

(continued)

THE CONFIDENCE BUILDING PROMISE OF
MATTHEW 28:18-20 AND OUR UNION WITH CHRIST

"for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love
and self-control." 2 Timothy 1:7

"for I know whom | have believed, and | am convinced that He
is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me."
2 Timothy 1:12

1. The Pursuit

"Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have
heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the
good deposit entrusted to you." 2 Timothy 1:13-15

"You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is
in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the
presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who
will be able to teach others also. Share in suffering as a
good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in
civilion pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who
enlisted him." 2 Timothy 2:1-4

In light of the greatness of Christ and the mercy of our
salvation, we were called to a life of effort and diligence
(2 Peter 2:1,3).

"Follow the pattern of sound words ... guard the good
deposit entrusted to you."

We are grace-strengthened believers as we glory in
the cross.

The principle of non-entanglement.

“While the Holy Ghost is always present in His church,
there are times when He draws manifestly nearer and puts
forth a greater energy of power. Every believer is conscious
in his own soul of changes corresponding to this; for the
Spirit is always with him, abiding in him, and yet there are
times of unusual communion and far more than ordinary
life. Ands as the Spirit draws near to an individual, so

does He draw near to a land then religion is revived,
spiritual life is revived, spiritual understanding, spiritual
worship, spiritual worship, spiritual repentance, spiritual
obedience.” Alexander Moody Stuart, Pentecost-Today,
pp. 24-25

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish
thing that people often say about Him: I'm ready to accept
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but | don't accept His claim
to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man
who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either
be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a
poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You
must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son
of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can
shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a
demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God,
but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about
his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open
to us. He did not intend to." C.S.Lewis, Mere Christianity
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W \Welcome.

.f? = - - We're glad you are here to worship
[ ey B with us. If you are new to East

! Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a name-tag and let us answer any
puRiy ! questions you may have. Thanks
S EREERRERY for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world. u

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

ELDER ON THE SHEPHERDING TEAM

Through the influence of a faithful Sunday school
teacher at his local church, Mitch surrendered his
life to Jesus at the age of 13. He has attended ECBC
for 26 years and served as a deacon and Man2Man
leader. In his free time, Mitch enjoys boating, time
with family and friends, and watching Gamecock
football.

Upcoming.

LOTTIE MOON
CHRISTMAS OFFERING

100% of your gifts to the
Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering support
International Mission

Board (IMB) missionaries.
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING®

GIVE TODAY!

eastcooperbaptist.com/lottiemoon

CHRISTMAS EVE

We invite you to take time
this Christmas Eve to come
delight in the joy, peace,
hope, and love of Jesus! Our
Christmas Eve services will
be held in the Sanctuary at
4:00 & 5:30pm.

Kids of all ages attend
services with parents.

PLAN TO ATTEND. eastcooperbaptist.com/events

KIDS MINISTRY
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 22
we will have nursery
available for both
worship hours.

All other ages attend
worship with parents.

SEE YOU THERE.

. T
eastcooperbaptist.com/events

SERVICES UPDATE

Beginning January 5,
we will update our
services schedule:

Traditional
9:30am, Sanctuary

Contemporary
9:30 & 11:30am, e
Worship Center

Website Livestream
9:30am eastcooperbaptist.com/events
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Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email
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Spouse Email

First Time Guest?
We'd love to get Preferred method of contact:

to know you! Call Text Email
SCAN DIGITAL Interested in the following:

CONNECT CARD _
. - Become a Christian

Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor
Subscribe to newsletter

Other



