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Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message: How To Live With (Christ-honoring/gospel-
driven) Sincerity

Text: 2 Corinthians 1:12-15, 20-22

“2For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience,

that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and
supremely so toward you. "*For we are not writing to you
anything other than what you read and understand and |
hope you will fully understand— just as you did partially
understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will
boast of us as we will boast of you. >Because | was sure of
this, | wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a
second experience of grace... ?°For all the promises of God
find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we
utter our Amen to God for his glory. ?’And it is God who
establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, *?and
who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our
hearts as a guarantee." 2 Corinthians 1:12-15, 20-22

This passage deals with the theme of 2 Corinthians,
which is Paul exposing the error of the “super apostles”
(2 Cor 11:5-6) These “super apostles” were:

* Busy commending themselves to one another (2 Cor 3:1)
+ Belittling Paul as one who is “unskilled in speaking”
(2 Cor 11:6)
+ Preaching “Another Jesus” and a “different gospel”
(2 Cor 11:4)
* Bartering in deceitfulness as they disguised themselves
as apostles of Christ, but in reality they were minions of
Satan (2 Cor 11:13-15)

HOW TO LIVE WITH SINCERITY

1. Labor to have a clear conscience toward God and man
(Acts 24:16, 2 Cor 1:12)

The function of conscience is not to provide norms
but to judge whether or not our behavior has
conformed to the standards of Scripture.

Three Elements of a Clear Conscience

a. Governed by the truth of Scripture.

“The commandments of God are eternal, but in order

to obey them we must appropriate them internally.

The 'organ’ of such internalization has been classically
called the conscience...For the Christian, the conscience

is not the highest court of appeals for right conduct. The
conscience is important but not normative. It is capable
of distortion and misguidance.” RC Sproul, How Should |
Live In This World?

b. We respond to the teaching of Scripture by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain
mercy.” Proverbs 28:13

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

c. We live in community with others who have an
earnest desire to honor Jesus. (2 Cor 1:15b)

“My conscience is held captive by the Word of God.
To act against conscience is neither right nor safe.”
Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms (1521)

“The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure
heart and a GOOD CONSCIENCE and a sincere faith.”
1 Timothy 1:5

“..through the insincerity of liars whose CONSCIENCES
ARE SEARED” 1 Timothy 4:2

“To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and
their CONSCIENCES ARE DEFILED.” Titus 1:15

“...having a GOOD CONSCIENCE, so that, when you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame.” 1 Peter 3:16

. Embrace the integrity of simplicity (holiness, pure
motives) and sincerity (clearness of thinking and
speech,“examined by the light of the sun and found
pure”).

“For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word,

but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the
sight of God we speak in Christ.” (as compared to earthly
wisdom) 2 Corinthians 2:17

This attitude is in contradistinction with “earthly wisdom.”

“(Gospel) integrity prompts one to act on what is right
even if it is risky, unpopular, or unpleasant, and to do so
even when the hail of criticism falls.” David E. Garland,
The New American Commentary, 2 Corinthians

. Continually stay centered on the glory of Jesus and the
coming judgment (the Day of the Lord). (v.14, 21-22)

Helping broken people treasure Jesus.
QUESTIONS:

. Who were the “super apostles” (2 Cor 11:5-6) and what
characterized these deceitful imposters?

. Why is it incredibly important to continually strive to live
above reproach before the watching world? (Matt 5:16)

. How do people who are made in the image of God
commit vile deeds that are beyond comprehension
(Note: “kill the cockroaches” - Rwanda killings, 1994,
where 800,000 were killed in 100 days)?

. How does being involved in godly community of the
past (historical understanding) and the present form
our conscience?

. What do we mean when we say that sincerity is “that which
is examined by the light of the sun and found pure?

worship service on social media.

Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
¥ o+l any questions you may have.

.4*‘, SEREE ; Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship / Sunday Classes
Sanctuary 9:30a & 11:00a

Contemporary Worship / Sunday Classes
Worship Center 9:30a & 11:00a

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any .
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Ways to Serve.

We would love to have you on one of our serve teams!

Serve on the Production Team and help us
provide audio and video each Sunday as we
worship and study God's word. Training is
provided. To sign up, email Communications at
communications@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Volunteers are needed on the Welcome Team
to open doors and welcome people as they
arrive to church. To sign up, email Moriah at
moriahc@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Are you interested in helping out in Kids
Ministry? If so, we would love to help you use
your gifts to serve the church. Email Crystal at
crystalc@eastcooperbaptist.com to sign up.

@ Leadership.

Deacons

The word “deacon” means servant and came to be used by
the church to designate a special position in the church.
The deaconship, therefore, signifies a position of special
Christian service. Both the Scripture and the dignity of the
office demand a person of the highest spiritual, moral, and
practical qualifications. The qualifications are listed in

1 Timothy 3:8-13 and are similar to those for elders with the
exception of “able to teach.”

Elders

Elders (also translated as “overseers”) are responsible

for overseeing their local church. Their primary duties
include leading, teaching, praying and shepherding the
people. The Bible lays out clear qualifications for elders in
1 Timothy 3:1-10 and Titus 1:6-9. These qualifications are
living above reproach, faithful to his wife, self-controlled
temperament, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, free from addictions, not pugnacious, uncontentious,
free from the love of money, manages his household well,
not a new convert, gives generously to his church, has a
good reputation with outsiders, not self-willed, not quick-
tempered, loves what is good, just, devout, and one who
holds fast the faithful word.

Nominate

To nominate digitally, scan the QR code below, fill out, and
submit.

DEACON
NOMINATION

ELDER
NOMINATION

361 Egypt Road * Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 « 843.856.3222

For detailed event information, please go online.
eastcooperbaptist.com/events

FIRST STEP CLASS

Whether you are a
first-time guest or have
attended for a while, we

would love for you to join
us for our First Step Class
TODAY at 11:00am in
B224/225. This is a great
way to learn more about
becoming a member or
getting connected.

SEE YOU THERE.

o |13 BSINER

CLASS

PRAYER MEETING

We would love to have you
join us on the first Tuesday
evening of each month
for a time of prayer in
our Sanctuary from 6:00-
6:30pm. Our next one is on
October 5.

PRAYER!

FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

PLAN TO ATTEND.

FALL FUN DAY

Volunteer with us on
Saturday, October 9
from 1:00-5:00pm at the
Navigation Center. Help us
give underprivileged kids
and families a carefree,
fun day with a carnival-like
setting with games & prizes.

REGISTER ONLINE.

SERVE IN KIDS MINISTRY

Every Sunday, the Kids
Ministry welcomes and
serves kids and their
families. This is made
possible because of
our volunteers. If you
would like to join our fun
team of volunteers, visit
eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

SIGN UP TODAY!

10.03.21

Hello.

Please complete the perforated
section and place in any giving
box located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30a 11:00a

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

Mobile

Spouse Mobile
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Email

Spouse Email

First Time Guest?
We'd love to get Preferred method of contact:

to know youl! Call Text Email

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

‘“_& Subscribe to newsletter

El L:%‘ Other

Interested in the following:

Become a Christian
Join the Church

Request a personal visit



